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The final two paragraphs from another worthy Hanson view….

We promised General Petraeus a hearing in September; it would be the
height of folly to preempt that agreement by giving in to our summer of
panic and despair. Critics called for the resignation of Secretary of
Defense Donald Rumsfeld, a change in command in Iraq and at Centcom, new
strategies, and more troops. But now that we have a new secretary, a new
command in Iraq and at Centcom, new strategies, and more troops, suddenly
we have a renewed demand for withdrawal before the agreed-upon September
accounting — suggesting that the only constant in such harping was the
assumption that Iraq was either hopeless or not worth the effort.

The truth is that Iraq has upped the ante in the war against terrorists.
Our enemies’ worst nightmare is a constitutional government in the heart
of the ancient caliphate, surrounded by consensual rule in Afghanistan,
Lebanon, and Turkey; ours is a new terror heaven, but with oil, a
strategic location, and the zeal born of a humiliating defeat of the
United States on a theater scale. The Islamists believe we can’t win; so
does the New York Times. But it falls to the American people to decide
the issue.

for  the  complete  article
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