
The Progressive City
The editors of The Wall Street Journal wrote The Blue-City
Model

excerpts:

You’re not supposed to say this in polite company, but what
went up in flames in Baltimore Monday night was not merely a
senior center, small businesses and police cars. Burning down
was also the blue-city model of urban governance.

Nothing excuses the violence of rampaging students or the
failure  of  city  officials  to  stop  it  before  Maryland’s
Governor called in the National Guard. But as order starts to
return  to  the  streets,  and  the  usual  political  suspects
lament the lack of economic prospects for the young men who
rioted, let’s not forget who has run Baltimore and Maryland
for nearly all of the last 40 years.

The men and women in charge have been Democrats, and their
governing  ideas  are  “progressive.”  This  model,  with  its
reliance on government and public unions, has dominated urban
America  as  once-vibrant  cities  such  as  Baltimore  became
shells  of  their  former  selves.  In  1960  Baltimore  was
America’s sixth largest city with 940,000 people. It has
since shed nearly a third of its population and today isn’t
in the top 25.
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