The Genius of Spontaneous
Orders

Don Boudreaux in his excellent Cafe Hayek quotes from Matt
Ridley’s The Evolution of Everything. I consider this the
best new book of the year followed by Yuval Levin’s The
Fractured Republic.

Ridley compares the spontaneous order of evolution with the
spontaneous order of market. While the left is more willing to
accept the concept of evolution, the right is more willing to
accept the concept of self ordered markets.

Boudreaux comments:

And then in the 18th century a few pioneering scholars
(featuring prominently Adam Smith) — and of course building
on insights from earlier scholars — stumbled upon (!) what 1is
surely the single most important insight in all of the social
sciences, and what is surely among the most important in all
of the sciences — namely, that complex, productive,
beautiful, and sustainable orders emerge undesigned and
unplanned and undirected. A corollary of this insight is
that these orders are practically impossible to improve with
conscious intervention.

Our minds do not naturally grasp this reality. In fact, our
minds rebel against this reality. But that this reality is
our world I am completely convinced. (Do you doubt it about
the economy? Then tell me who designed and directs the order
that will feed today the millions of people who live in, work
in, and visit New York City. Tell me who designed and
directs the order that produced the shirt you now wear. We
can debate the necessity or not of state-funded research,
state-built infrastructure, and state-created and enforced
law. Yet even on the most generous estimation of the
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importance of such collectively arranged inputs, the
complexity of the order that feeds New York City and that
clothes you daily is inconceivably greater than anything that
the most magnificent and munificent state can have planned or
even foreseen.)

The orders that emerge unplanned in society are no more
perfect than are the orders that emerge unplanned in non-
sentient nature. Change 1is therefore 1incessant and
necessary. Life and existence 1is a process. And while
appreciation of the creative power of bottom-up,
decentralized ordering methods isn’t natural to us, we humans
perhaps never display as much genius and intellectual
humility as we do when we grasp the reality and logic of
spontaneous orders.

HKO

Extraordinarily well said.



