Scapegoats for Inequality

Inequality clearly exists and is even pronounced compared to
other periods. AOC, Bernie Sanders, Robert Reich and others
from the left have challenged the legitimacy of the very
existence of billionaires, though I wonder if this includes
Taylor Swift, Oprah, Steven Spielberg, and Tiger Woods.

The assumption that the existence of billionaires is the cause
of the problems of the poor and middle class is zero sum
thinking. The high price of gasoline, beef, housing, medical
care, and higher ed is not the fault of the rich; it is caused
by the very government they herald as the solution to the
problem. Further these problems are more pronounced in the
blue states that have had one party control for decades.

Billionaires are not conspiring to drive up the costs.
Billionaires and the very wealthy are not a monolithic group;
there are liberals and conservatives among them. While the
wealthy are able to influence government policy, they also
have the ability to champion positive changes to it. Fighting
this influence 1is one of government policy more than a
commentary on the morality of wealth.

Nor are the answers radical changes to the constitutional
structure. The problem is not the electoral college, the
structure of the Supreme Court, or the need to add Puerto Rico
and DC as new states. The answer is policy to relieve the
problems of the working and middle class.

There are changes that have merit and should be considered,
but the government has little credibility and trust. Many of
the wealthy are willing to pay more taxes but have little
faith it will be spent to address the problems. The inability
to bridge partisan divisions and enact meaningful reform has
instead fueled class warfare, political pandering, and the
search for convenient scapegoats.
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