Suppressing the 0ddballs

from Mark Judge in The National Review,_ Is Contemporary
Liberalism Creating a Soulless Monoculture?

Legutko’s thesis is that liberal democracies have something
in common with communism: the sense that time 1is inexorably
moving towards a kind of human utopia, and that progressive
bureaucrats must make sure 1t succeeds. Legutko first
observed this after the fall of communism. Thinking that
communist bureaucrats would have difficulty adjusting to
Western democracy, he was surprised when the former Marxists
smoothly adapted — indeed, thrived — in a system of liberal
democracy. It was the hard-core anti-communists who couldn’t
quite fit into the new system. They were unable to untether
themselves from their faith, culture, and traditions.

Both communism and liberal democracy call for people to
become New Men by jettisoning their old faith, customs, arts,
literature, and traditions. Thus a Polish anti-communist goes
from being told by communists that he has to abandon his old
concepts of faith and family to become a member of the larger
State, only to come to America after the fall of the Berlin
Wall and be told he has to forego those same beliefs for the
sake of the sexual revolution and the bureaucratic welfare
state. Both systems believe that societies are moving towards
a certain ideal state, and to stand against that 1s to
violate not just the law but human happiness itself.

Thus in America came the monochromatic washing of a country
that once could boast not only crazies like Scientologists
and Louis Farrakhan, but creative and unusual icons like
Norman Mailer, Georgia O0O’Keefe, Baptists, Hindus, dry
counties, John Courtney Murray, Christian bakers, orthodox
Jews, accents, and punk rockers. The eccentric and the
oddball, as well as the truly great, are increasingly less
able to thrive. As Legutko observes, we have a monoculture
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filled with people whose “loutish manners and coarse language
did not have their origin in communism, but, as many found
astonishing, in the patterns, or rather anti-patterns that
developed in Western liberal democracies.” The revolution
didn’t devour its children; progressive-minded bureaucrats

did.



