The Neo Progressive Turn

“You don’'t get to be “against the rich” if the richest people
in the country fund your party in order to preserve their
government-sponsored monopolies. You are not “a supporter of
free speech” if you oppose free speech for people who disagree
with you. “

Drunk on Panic

“A crisis is the rallying cry of the tyrant.” James Madison

Is health care a crisis? Bruce Walker gives a great answer at
American Thinker.
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Excerpt

There is no health care crisis, and the problems which exist in any
system are being quietly, privately, addressed. How many people have
seen jars in small businesses asking neighbors to donate money from a
child needing medical care? How many millions of Americans have
given money and time for such wonderful facilities as St. Jude’s
Hospital or the Shriner’s Hospital? How many congregants of churches
and synagogues visit people in the hospital or do volunteer work?
Aside from the simple truth that economic markets work better than
central planners, private compassion intelligently provided is often
the best medicine of all.

Perhaps the most profound repudiation of the Marxist notion of
capitalists acting as soulless competitors grinding down the poor 1is
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vast outpouring of private contributions and, in the case of medical
personnel in private practice, donated services not just for family
and neighbors, but for total strangers. I have known neurosurgeons
who performed very expensive operations for nothing, even paying for
the travel costs of patients. I have known heart surgeons who have
done the same thing.

What is our health care “crisis”? It is a crisis of government
bureaucrats who take years to allow effective, often inexpensive,
drugs which have been used in Europe to be used in America. It is a
crisis of rapacious trial lawyers who never heal anyone, but who
transfer massive amounts of money used for medical purposes into
mansions and expensive law offices. It is a morass of federal
regulation of state medical assistance programs, so that federal
regulations rather than common sense dictate how state governments
care for their citizens?

Despite the depictions from the left, our crisis 1s essentially
imaginary. Information about medical care and procedures among
patients 1is increasing exponentially because of the internet, as well
as support groups which provide real experiences and also moral
support. Miracle drugs, which cost a lot, are still miracle drugs,
and the pool of cheap, good, generic drugs grows virtually every
day. Without incentives or threats, those Americans who wish to live
healthy lives through exercise, diet, abstinence from dangerous
habits, and so forth, make that choice. And a profoundly
compassionate American society 1is providing much of what is still
lacking.

Crisis, to the left, means imperfect. It pleads, in spite of
history, that Utopia is heaven, rather than hell. All life has some
sickness, some injury, some loneliness, some doubt, some fear, some
want, and certain, though undetermined, end. Our planet, also, will
cool or warm or someday, perhaps, be hit by an asteroid. Life 1is
filled with imperfections that are not crises. The real crisis 1is
when we stop being human and become sheep, snapped by the Border
Collies of the left into an existence of endless little crises like
which pond to drink from or which lane to follow. The real crisis 1is
when we surrender our will to those drunk on our panic.



