
Someone Else’s Blasphemy
from Sultan Knish, The Importance of Blasphemy:

Excerpts:

As  a  deeply  religious  person,  I  have  no  fondness  for
blasphemy. My religion and its holy books are sacred to me.
And I understand perfectly well why a Muslim would not relish
a cartoon of a naked Mohammed.

But the debates over freedom of speech and the sensitivity of
religious feelings also miss the point.

 Blasphemy is the price we pay for not having a theocracy.
Muslims are not only outraged but baffled by the Mohammed
cartoons because they come from a world in which Islamic law
dominates  their  countries  and  through  its  special
place  proclaims  the  superiority  of  Islam  to  all  other
religions.

In a multi-religious society, in which every religion has its
own variant theological streams, the right to blaspheme is
also the right to believe. Liberal theology can contrive
interchangeable beliefs which do not contradict or claim
special knowledge over any other religion. But traditionalist
faiths are exclusive.

Everyone’s religion is someone else’s blasphemy. If we forget
that, we need only look to Saudi Arabia, where no other
religion is allowed, as a reminder.

It was not the Charlie Hebdo cartoonists, who specialized in
offending all religions, who made their Mohammed cartoons
into a symbol. It was their Muslim enemies who did it by
killing them. It is intellectually dishonest for Muslims to
create martyrs and then complain about their martyrdom.

Blasphemy against Christianity and Judaism fizzles because
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the lack of a violent response makes those responsible seem
like bullies. Instead of revealing flaws in those religions,
works like Piss Christ or Monster Mohel reveal the flaws in
their  makers.Their  attempts  at  blasphemy  prove  self-
destructive.


