Silver Bullets and Real
Solutions

from Caroline Glick at the Jerusalem Post

The Americans pushed for elections in the hopes of finding a
silver bullet that would instantly solve the problem of
tyranny in the Arab world. But in their rush, the Americans
trampled the very liberal democrats they sought to empower.

By pushing fast elections, the US entrapped itself. It
inadvertently empowered its enemies and so was unable to
embrace the duly elected governments. In opposing the forces
it expended so much energy getting elected, the US was
perceived as weak, foolish and hypocritical.

THE FACT of the matter is that the Americans are capable of
learning from their mistakes. This week, the commander of US
forces in Iraq General David Petraeus published a letter to
the Iraqi people ahead of the fourth anniversary of Baghdad'’s
fall. In it, he discussed the anti-American rallies that Sadr
organized from Iran.

As Petraeus put it, “On this April 9th, some Iraqis reportedly
may demonstrate against the coalition force presence in Iraq.
That is their right in the new Iraq. It would only be fair,
however, to note that they will be able to exercise that right
because coalition forces liberated them from a tyrannical,
barbaric regime that never would have permitted such freedom
of expression.”

In the end, the protests were ill attended. Now Sadr is
whining that he will pull his support for the government as US
forces destroy his militia in Diwaniyah and daily release
information about Iranian support for the insurgency.

The success the US is now experiencing in Iraq is the result
of a process of identifying and correcting mistakes. If such
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learning could take place regarding the US’s regional
strategy, there is every reason to believe that it will
contend successfully with Iran and the Arab world. But to
correct mistakes it is first necessary to recognize them.

The US is not failing to contend with Iran because it went to
war in Iraq. It is failing because it is implementing policies
that prefer imaginary silver bullets to real solutions for
real problems.

There are no shortcuts in this war. But victory is still
waiting at the end of the long and difficult road.
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