Scott Walker- Results Do
Count

from The Wall Street Journal, Joseph Rago writes How Scott
Walker Keeps Winning

Mr. Walker suggests a more secular reading: “People actually saw, they saw with
their own eyes,” he says. “Once they got past the myths and the half-truths and
sometimes the outright falsehoods, they could see in their own families, in their
own homes, they could see in their own workplaces and towns and cities and villages

and counties that life was better.” In a word, despite the political convulsions of

his first term, his reforms worked, and voters rewarded him for the results.

Act 10’s collective-bargaining reforms allowed the state to
balance the budget, and counties to restrain or even reduce
the property taxes that had increased 27% over the decade
before Mr. Walker. But the legislation also improved
Wisconsin in ways that “wouldn’t seem quite as obvious,” he
says. By eliminating tenure and seniority work rules, “we can
hire and fire based on merit and pay based on performance, we
can put the best and brightest in our classrooms—and voila,
graduation rates are up. ACT _scores are up, now second best
in the country. Third-grade reading scores are up. The left
certainly doesn’t acknowledge this: Our schools are better.”

Mr. Walker also believes that the national intervention on
Ms. Burke’s behalf-including visits from President QObama |,
first lady Michelle Obama (twice), Bill Clinton, Elizabeth
Warren and AFL-CI0O head Richard Trumka —backfired. “Our
opponent, you know she’s aligned with these Washington-based
special interests, particularly the unions. I’m aligned with
the hardworking taxpayers of Wisconsin,” he says, recapping
his closing argument.
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