Sanctified Tantrums

From The Islamic Tantrum by Bret Stephens in The Wall Street
Journal:

Before Friday’s carnage in the City of Light, the world was
treated to the hideous spectacle of Palestinians knifing Jews
in Israel. The supposed motive of these stabbings was a rumor
among Palestinians—fanned by Palestinian President Mahmoud
Abbas—that the Israeli government intended to allow Jews to
pray on the Temple Mount.

This was a story the Israeli government adamantly denied and
every serious person knew was false. Yet no senior Western
leader dared call out Mr. Abbas to correct the record.
Palestinian tantrums are sanctified tantrums. The violence
they breed might be condemned, but the narrative on which
they rest has the status of holy writ. It is no more to be
questioned than the Quran is to be burned.

“To counteract the radicalization [in Europe],” Swedish
Foreign Minister Margot Wallstrom said in a televised
interview only hours after the Paris attacks, “we must go
back to the situation such as the one in the Middle East 1in
which . . . the Palestinians see that there is no future; we
must either accept a desperate situation or resort to
violence.”

Here was the sanctified tantrum par excellence: People murder
and maim because they have been put (by Israel) to a bleak
choice. Rage is not to be condemned but understood, mitigated
and mollified.

Now 129 people are dead in Paris because Europe decided to
make a fetish of its tolerance for intolerance and allow the
religious distempers of its Islamist communities to fester
over many years. That’s what happens when you sanctify
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political tantrums, explain and appease them, refuse to name
them, try to look away.



