Rights and Privileges

from Wall Street Journal, Notable and Quotable: John Quincy
Adams

But there is one principle which pervades all the
institutions of this country, and which must always operate
as an obstacle to the granting of favors to new comers. This
is a land, not of privileges, but of equal rights. Privileges
are granted by European sovereigns to particular classes of
individuals, for purposes of general policy; but the general

impression here 1s that privileges granted to one
denomination of people, can very seldom be discriminated from
erosions of the rights of others.

Emigrants from Germany, therefore, or from elsewhere, coming
here, are not to expect favors from the governments. They are
to expect, if they choose to become citizens, equal rights
with those of the natives of the country. They are to expect,
1f affluent, to possess the means of making their property
productive, with moderation, and with safety;,—if indigent,
but industrious, honest and frugal, the means of obtaining
easy and comfortable subsistence for themselves and their
families.
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