Political Modesty

Politics in the Modest Age by Peggy Noonan in The Wall Street
Journal

Why are we talking about Harry Truman? You know.

We live in a time when politicians relentlessly enrich
themselves. We are awed and horrified by the wealth they
accumulate, by their use of connections, of money lines built
on past and future power. It’s an operation to them. They are
worth hundreds of millions. They have houses so fancy the
houses have names. They make speeches to banks and
universities for a quarter-million dollars and call their
fees contributions to their foundations. They are their
foundations.

They grab and grub. They never leave. They never go home.
They don’t have a “home”: They were born in a place, found a
launching pad, and shot themselves into glamour and wealth.
They are operators—entitled, assuming. They “stand for the
people.” They stand for themselves.

So I just wanted to note how it used to be, when leaders
thought they had to be respectable. When
they were respectable.

“Harry Truman, not a money-grubbing slob.” Who, years ago,
imagined that would come to be remarkable?
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