Political Diversity

“We disagree about how to achieve the good life because we
disagree about what constitutes the good life. Political
crusaders are constantly telling themselves and their
partisans that if only they could make their opponents hear
reason, then their opponents would cease to be opponents and
become allies. If only political candidates would say the
right things in the right way, this fairy tale goes, then we
could all agree on what needs to be done. A variation on this
is the belief that if we could only educate the voters about
the issues, then we could agree about what needs to be done.
We have centuries’ worth of practical experience in democracy
proving that this is not so, but the delusion remains. People
have different beliefs about values in politics for much the
same reason that they have different taste 1in music,
different feelings about family, and different beliefs about
God: because we are not all alike and never will be. All
political arguments based upon abstractions regarding
justice, fairness, liberty, equality, and other principles
are doomed to futility, because we all operate from different
precepts and different first principles. If you believe that
liberty is the paramount political good, then you probably
will be some sort of libertarian; if you believe that
socioeconomic equality is the highest political good, then
you will not. But there is no way of proving that liberty or
equality or some other abstraction should be paramount. These
disputes are metaphysical, meaning that they are, by
definition, beyond resolution through logic or through any
process rooted in empirical evidence. Unless you are a
professor paid to do so, engaging in metaphysical speculation
is almost always fruitless. No valid process of reasoning can
take us from the evidence of our senses to transcendent
truth. Your conception of justice may be valid or it may be
invalid, but there is no way to prove it in either case. We
have spent ten thousand years devoted to such discussions,
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and we have made no progress. This distinction is less of a
burden in small and homogeneous countries such as Denmark or
Sweden; 1in large and diverse countries such as the United
States or India, it 1is a brick wall.”
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