
Minimum Wage Ideology
In  The  Washington  Post  Online,  George  Will  writes  Raise
minimum wage? It’s iffy.

Excerpts:

If you think it is irrelevant that most minimum-wage earners
are not poor. Most minimum-wage workers are not heads of
households.  More  than  half  are  students  or  other  young
people, usually part-time workers in families whose average
income is $53,000 a year, which is $2,000 more than the
average household income.

If you do not care that there are more poor people whose
poverty derives from being unemployed than from low wages.
True, some of the working poor earn so little they are
eligible for welfare. But an increase in the minimum wage
will cause some of these people to become unemployed and rely
on welfare.

If  you  do  not  mind  a  minimum-wage  increase  having  a
regressive  cost-benefit  distribution.  It  would  jeopardize
marginal workers to benefit organized labor, which supports a
higher minimum in the hope that this will raise the general
wage  floor,  thereby  strengthening  unions’  negotiating
positions.

If you think it is irrelevant that nearly two-thirds of
minimum-wage workers get a raise in their first year.
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