Making Rulers Uncomfortable

One of my favorite blog postings this year is The Left is Too
Smart to Fail by Daniel Greenfield at Sultan Knish. Science
is for Stupid People is equally worthy and an excellent
companion piece to the first article.

Excerpts:

Science, the magic of the secular age, 1s their church. But
science 1isn’t anyone’s church. Science is much better at
disproving things than at proving them. It’s a useful tool
for skeptics, but a dangerous tool for rulers. Like art,
science 1is inherently subversive and like art, when it’s
restricted and controlled, it stops being interesting.

But manufactured intelligence has the same relationship to
intelligence as a painting of the ocean does to the real
thing.

The real ocean 1s complicated and messy. So 1is real
intelligence. Manufactured intelligence is the fashion model
playing a genius in a movie. Real intelligence is an awkward
man obsessing over a handful of ideas, some of them
ridiculously wrong, but one of which will change the world.

Real intelligence isn’t marketable because it doesn’t make an
elite feel good about its power.

Biblical fake prophets were often preferred to real prophets
because they made rulers feel comfortable about the future.
The modern technoprophet assures a secular elite that it can
effectively control people and that it even has the
obligation to do so. It tells them that “science” is on their
side.The easy way to tell real religion from fake religion 1is
that real religion doesn’t make you feel good. It doesn’t
assure you that everything you’re doing is right and that you
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ought to keep on doing 1it.

The same holds true for science. Real science doesn’t make
vou feel smart. Fake science does.

No matter how smart you think you are, real science will make
you feel stupid far more often than it will make you feel
smart. Real science not only tells us how much more we don’t
know than we know, a state of affairs that will continue for
all of human history, but it tells us how fragile the
knowledge that we have gained is, how prone we are to making
childish mistakes and allowing our biases to think for us.

Science 1s a rigorous way of making fewer mistakes. It’s not
very useful to people who already know everything. Science 1is
for stupid people who know how much they don’t know.

A look back at the march of science doesn’t show an even line
of progress led by smooth-talking popularizers who are never
wrong. Instead the cabinets of science are full of oddballs,
unqualified, jealous, obsessed and eccentric, whose pivotal
discoveries sometimes came about by accident. Science, like
so much of human accomplishment, often depended on lucky
accidents to provide a result that could then be isolated and
systematized into a useful understanding of the process.



