
Local Lofty Rhetoric
From  the  GlennHarlan  Reynolds  Instapundit,  The  Bloomberg
Syndrome.

(I tried to source it back to the original from Victor Hansen
but it was no longer up.)

The Instapundit excerpt:

It is a human trait to focus on cheap and lofty rhetoric
rather than costly, earthy reality. It is a bureaucratic
characteristic  to  rail  against  the  trifling  misdemeanor
rather than address the often-dangerous felony. And it is
political  habit  to  mask  one’s  own  failures  by  lecturing
others  on  their  supposed  shortcomings.  Ambitious  elected
officials often manage to do all three.

The result in these hard times is that our elected sheriffs,
mayors, and governors are loudly weighing in on national and
global challenges that are quite often out of their own
jurisdiction, while ignoring or failing to solve the very
problems that they were elected to address.

Quite simply, the next time your elected local or state
official holds a press conference about global warming, the
Middle East, or the national political climate, expect to
experience  poor  county  law  enforcement,  bad  municipal
services, or regional insolvency.

HKO

It is also quite similar to Glenn Reynolds Second Law :

The nannyism is partly to distract from the corruption — and
partly  just  another  opportunity  to  leverage  it.  A  good
general rule is that the more a government wants to run its
citizens’ lives, the worse job it will do at the most basic
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tasks of government. “This is what blue model decline looks
like. And with businesses and people fleeing the state, the
worst may be yet to come.”


