Insurance 1is Not Access

from Scott Atlas at the Wall Street Journal, Repairing the
ObamaCare Wreckage

Why 1is private health insurance so iImportant? Insurance
without access to medical care is a sham. And that is where
the country 1is heading. According to a 2014 Merritt
Hawkinssurvey, 55% of doctors in major metropolitan areas
refuse new Medicaid patients. The harsh reality awaiting low-
income Americans 1is dwindling access to quality doctors,
hospitals and health care.

Simultaneously, while the population ages into Medicare
eligibility, a significant and growing proportion of doctors
don’t accept Medicare patients. According to the nonpartisan
Medicare Payment Advisory Commission, 29% of Medicare
beneficiaries who were looking for a primary-care doctor 1in
2008 already had a problem finding one.

Because government reimbursement for health care is often
below cost, costs are shifted back to private carriers,
pushing up premiums. Nationally, the gap between private
insurance payment and government underpayment has doubled
since ObamaCare, according to a 2014 study by Avalere Health
for the American Hospital Association. Premiums for private
policies will certainly continue to rise, ultimately beyond
the reach of the middle class.
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