Inconvenient Social Realities

Robert Marano and Michael Crouch write in the Wall Street
Journal -Ignoring an Inequality Culprit: Single-Parent
Families

Excerpts:

The two-parent family has declined rapidly in recent decades.
In 1960, more than 76% of African-Americans and nearly 97% of
whites were born to married couples. Today the percentage 1is
30% for blacks and 70% for whites. The out-of-wedlock
birthrate for Hispanics surpassed 50% in 2006. This trend,
coupled with high divorce rates, means that roughly 25% of
American children now live in single-parent homes, twice the
percentage in Europe (12%). Roughly a third of American
children live apart from their fathers.

Does it matter? Yes, it does. From economist Susan Mayer’s
1997 book “What Money Can’t Buy” to Charles Murray’s “Coming
Apart” 1in 2012, clear-eyed studies of the modern family
affirm the conventional wisdom that two parents work better
than one.

“Americans have always thought that growing up with only one
parent is bad for children,” Ms. Mayer wrote. “The rapid
spread of single-parent families over the past generation
does not seem to have altered this consensus much.

More than 20% of children in single-parent families live in
poverty long-term, compared with 2% of those raised in two-
parent families, according to education-policy analyst Mitch
Pearlstein’s 2011 book “From Family Collapse to America’s
Decline.” The poverty rate would be 25% lower if today’s
family structure resembled that of 1970, according to the
2009 report “Creating an Opportunity Society” from Brookings
Institution analysts Ron Haskins and Isabel Sawhill. A 2006
article in the journal Demography by Penn State sociologist
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Molly Martin estimates that 41% of the economic inequality
created between 1976-2000 was the result of changed family
structure.

Why isn’t this matter at the center of policy discussions?
There are at least three reasons. First, much of politics 1is
less about what you are for than who you are against, as
Jonathan Haidt, a New York University psychology professor,
noted in his popular 2012 book “The Righteous Mind.” And
intellectual and cultural elites lean to the left. So, quite
simply, very few professors or journalists, and fewer still
who want foundation grants, want to be seen as siding with
social conservatives, even 1if the evidence leads that way.

Second, family breakup has hit minority communities the
hardest. So even bringing up the issue risks being charged
with racism, a potential career-killer. The experience of the
late Sen. Daniel Patrick Moynihan is a cautionary tale:
Moynihan, who had a doctorate in sociology, served in the
Lyndon B. Johnson administration as an assistant secretary of
labor and in 1965 published a paper titled “The Negro Family:
The Case for National Action,” warning about the long-term
risk that single-parent households pose for black
communities. He was attacked bitterly, and his academic
reputation was tarnished for decades.
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The damage of the politically correct is to turn a blind eye
to that evidence that thwarts one’s world view. This social
development will not be repaired by either higher
redistributive taxes or a higher minimum wage.



