
Guess Who Is the Moderating
Influence
Peggy Noonan writes in The Wall Street Journal, Why America is
Saying No:

A point on how quickly public opinion has jelled. There is
something going on here, a new distance between Washington
and America that the Syria debate has forced into focus. The
Syria debate isn’t, really, a struggle between libertarians
and neoconservatives, or left and right, or Democrats and
Republicans. That’s not its shape. It looks more like a fight
between  the  country  and  Washington,  between  the  broad
American  public  and  Washington’s  central  governing
assumptions.

I’ve been thinking of the “wise men,” the foreign policy
mandarins  of  the  1950s  and  ’60s,  who  so  often  and
frustratingly counseled moderation, while a more passionate
public, on right and left, was looking for action. “Ban the
Bomb!” “Get Castro Out of Cuba.”

In  the  Syria  argument,  the  moderating  influence  is  the
public, which doesn’t seem to have even basic confidence in
Washington’s higher wisdom.

That would be a comment on more than Iraq. That would be a
comment on the past five years, too.
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