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Nobody, including us, is infallible about the future. Giving
the public your best thoughts about where things are headed
is all a poor pundit (or government analyst) can do. But this
massive intellectual breakdown has a lot to do with a common
American  mindset  that  is  especially  built  into  our
intellectual  and  chattering  classes.  Well  educated,
successful and reasonably liberal minded Americans find it
very hard to believe that other people actually see the world
in different ways. They can see that Vladimir Putin is not a
stupid  man  and  that  many  of  his  Russian  officials  are
sophisticated and seasoned observers of the world scene.
American  experts  and  academics  assume  that  smart  people
everywhere must want the same things and reach the same
conclusions about the way the world works.
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