Foreign Policy Continuity

from The Wall Street Journal, How Obama Abandoned Israel by
Michael Oren

The first principle was “no daylight.” The U.S. and Israel
always could disagree but never openly. Doing so would
encourage common enemies and render Israel vulnerable.
Contrary to many of his detractors, Mr. Obama was never anti-
Israel and, to his credit, he significantly strengthened
security cooperation with the Jewish state. He rushed to help
Israel in 2011 when the Carmel forest was devastated by fire.
And yet, immediately after his first inauguration, Mr. Obama
put daylight between Israel and America.

“When there 1is no daylight,” the president told American
Jewish leaders in 2009, “Israel just sits on the sidelines
and that erodes our credibility with the Arabs.” The
explanation ignored Israel’s 2005 withdrawal from Gaza and
its two previous offers of Palestinian statehood in Gaza,
almost the entire West Bank and half of Jerusalem—both offers
rejected by the Palestinians.

Mr. Obama also voided President George W. Bush’s commitment
to include the major settlement blocs and Jewish Jerusalem
within Israel’s borders in any peace agreement. Instead, he
insisted on a total freeze of Israeli construction in those
areas—“not a single brick,” I later heard he ordered Mr.
Netanyahu—while making no substantive demands of the
Palestinians.

Consequently, Palestinian President Mahmoud Abbas boycotted
negotiations, reconciled with Hamas and sought statehood 1in
the U.N.-all 1in violation of his commitments to the
U.S.-but he never paid a price. By contrast, the White House
routinely condemned Mr. Netanyahu for building in areas that
even Palestinian negotiators had agreed would remain part of
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Israel.

The other core principle was “no surprises.” President Obama
discarded it in his first meeting with Mr. Netanyahu, in May
2009, by abruptly demanding a settlement freeze and Israeli
acceptance of the two-state solution. The following month the
president traveled to the Middle East, pointedly skipping
Israel and addressing the Muslim world from Cairo.
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No matter how great the differences from the previous
administration, such gross lack of continuity erodes any good
will from our country for decades.



