
Europe and The Jews
From PJ Media David Goldman, a.k.a Spengler, writes Election
Envy: The Europeans and the Jews

Europeans adore secular Israelis who wallow in existential
doubts, for example, the novelist Zeruya Shalev, a bestseller
in Germany and the winner of any number of European literary
awards. I’ve never read Shalev, but then again, Idon’t like
fiction. Jews like Naftali Bennett, Israel’s economy minister
and leader of the Jewish Home party, give them the creeps.

When real Americans — the kind of Americans who identify with
the American Founding — meet real Jews — the kind of Jews who
embrace  Israel’s  past  and  future  —  there  is  an  instant
sympathy, for Jews remind Americans of what is best in their
character: the new mission in the Wilderness, the vision of a
new City on a hill. New England was settled in response to
the outbreak of the Thirty Years’ War, and as many German
Protestants — the losers in that war — came to America as
Englishmen. When Europeans meet Jews, we remind them of what
was worst in their character: the lampoon of Jewish identity
that infected European nationalism. The Nazi delusion of a
“Master Race, ” after all, was a satanic parody of the
Election of Israel. In the past, each European nation that
fancied  itself  God’s  instrument  on  earth  set  out  to
humiliate, expel, or even exterminate the Jews, for how could
France or Spain or Russia or Germany be the Chosen Nation
when the Jews claimed that status? Old Europe hated the Jews
because it envied election; New Europe hates the Jews because
it eschews election altogether. The old hatred suppurates and
boils under the ectoderm of the new hatred.

After three devastating wars lasting two generations each —
the Thirty Years’ War of 1618-1648, the Napoleonic Wars of
1799-1815, and the two World Wars of the 20th century — the
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Europeans  grew  weary  of  their  contentious  national
identities. They agreed to become nothing in particular.
Patriotism is an obscenity in Germany, a joke in Italy, a
curse in Spain, a relic in England, and a faux pas in France.
To  declare  one’s  self  a  Jewish  patriot,  a  Zionist,
transgresses the boundary of civilized discourse in today’s
Europe. Personally, I find this disappointing; I speak three
European languages apart from English and have nothing to say
to anybody in any of them.


