
Detaching  Technocracy  from
Competence
Daniel Greenfield writes in his excellent blog Sultan Knish,
Government is Magic.

Excerpts:

Our technocracy is detached from competence. It’s not the
technocracy of engineers, but of “thinkers” who read Malcolm
Gladwell and Thomas Friedman and watch TED talks and savor
the  flavor  of  competence,  without  ever  imbibing  its
substance.

These are the people who love Freakonomics, who enjoy all
sorts of mental puzzles, who like to see an idea turned on
its head, but who couldn’t fix a toaster.

The  ObamaCare  website  is  the  natural  spawn  of  that
technocracy who love the idea of using modernity to make
things faster and easier, but have no idea what anything
costs or how it works.

It’s  hard  to  have  a  functioning  technocracy  without
engineers. A technocracy made in Silicon Valley with its
complete disregard for anything outside its own ego zone
would be bad enough. But this is a Bloombergian technocracy
of  billionaires  and  activists,  of  people  who  think  that
“progress” makes things work, rather than things working
leading to progress.

Healthcare.gov showed us that behind all the smoother and
shinier designs was the same old clunky government where
everything gets done because the right companies hire the
right  lobbyists  and  everything  costs  ten  times  what  it
should.
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If the government can’t build a health care website, how is
it going to actually run health care for an entire country is
the obvious question that so many are asking. And the obvious
answer is that it will run it the way it ran the website. It
will throw wads of money and people at the problem and then
look for programs it doesn’t like to squeeze for extra cash.


