An Alliance with Barbarism

It is also why it is important to remember the principle
behind the divided government and intentional firewalls to
democracy designed in our constitution: that human nature 1is
permanently flawed and cannot be trusted with concentrated
power, whether that power originates in the divine right of
kings or the ‘will of the people’. Where our founding came
from the thinking of the Enlightenment and classical
liberalism, Progressivism grew from the historicism of Hegel,
Pragmatism (capital ‘P’), and social scientific thinking that
thought principles of the physical sciences could be applied
to the social realm. Progressivism in the U.S. was tempered
by the Constitution, but it traveled in the same boat as
political ideologies that considered human nature malleable
and capable of improvement, if not perfection,

by the state if it is in the right hands.

Accepting human flaws and governing accordingly has proven far
less oppressive than those who spoke in the name of ‘the
people’ in their grand schemes to improve humanity.

The Great Lie of American
Politics

“But that’s the great lie of American politics (and of
democracy at large): that the people cannot fail but can only
be failed.”
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The Road to Censorship

“What if human beings are merely creatures that take whatever
shape is imposed on them by the impress and promptings of the
culture in which they are situated? If so, then controlling
the culture becomes imperative. And politics must saturate
every nook and cranny of life. And this saturation will,
inevitably, mean controlling what people say and hear and read
and think and teach. Shaping the consciousness of the people —
purging the people of what Marxists call “false consciousness”
— becomes the great, the encompassing political project.”

We The People

“That’s the real conservative sensibility at work: If
progressivism is about making incremental improvements in the
direction of utopia, conservatism 1is about avoiding
catastrophe. And if democracy is a hedge against Caesarism,
constitutionalism is a hedge against democracy—against the
horrifying things that the people will do when you give them
political power without checks and accountability.”
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The 0ld New Deal

“Regardless, measured against the intended point of the New
Deal—getting us out of the Great Depression—the New Deal was a
failure. Indeed, many people-I'm one of them—would argue that
the New Deal prolonged the Great Depression. But while the New
Deal was a policy failure, it was a huge political success.”

Republicanism and Aristocracy

The third aristocracy identified by McLaughlin is a cultural
aristocracy embedded 1in media, entertainment, higher
education, and increasingly 1in corporations and public
school. To the extent that this aristocracy projects values
and rules that are in conflict with a large portion of the
population, there is a reaction similar to the reaction to the
previous political and economic aristocracies.
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