Avatars of Progressivism

Victor Davis Hanson writes in the National Review, Moral
Schizophrenics

excerpts:

The danger of the new hard-left progressivism is that the old
sins of greed, connivance, and malfeasance are now offset by
assertions of cosmic morality. The ostentatiously green
Solyndra could hardly be thought of as shaking down operators
in the Obama administration to provide a sweetheart loan for
the crony-capitalist architects of a money-losing mess. Al
Gore 1s so worried about how corporate culture promotes
damage to the planet that he was forced to rake in hundreds
of millions of dollars for his own green corporations to warn
us about other such cynics. He 1is so shocked about (02
emissions and the global petroleum culture that he unloaded
his underperforming and overpriced cable channel to a carbon-
exporting, anti-Jewish autocratic sheikhdom that paid him
handsomely with its petrodollars.

Michelle and Barack 0Obama are so concerned about global
warming that not long ago they left two huge carbon
footprints, when simultaneously they took separate government
jumbo jets to fly out to Los Angeles to appear on separate
talk shows. This was worthy of Leonardo DiCaprio, who on his
private jet flew to conferences on the carbon excesses of hoi
polloi. Elizabeth Warren is so committed to a fair and just
society where egalitarianism is the shared goal, and where we
assume that no one creates anything without the government,
that she and her husband often augmented the generous incomes
from their Harvard law professorships with lucrative
corporate consulting to achieve 1 percenter status, with
nearly $1 million in annual income.

The avatars of modern progressivism are not distinquishable
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in the lives that they live from the targets of their attack.
Those on campus who talk the most loudly of the bane of white
privilege at Harvard or Stanford do not live like poor whites
in Tulare or El Paso, who have no privilege, racial or
financial. The pajama-boy progressives of Cambridge or Menlo
Park can enjoy their white privilege freely — but only by
damning it in others. (Do such young campus auditors ever
drive down to a Bakersfield brake shop to explain to its
grease-smeared mechanics in the pit that, being white, they
enjoy too much racial advantage?) The Obamas and the
progressive black elite have to decry stereotyping,
profiling, and the prejudices of low expectations; only by
such preemptive doublespeak can they jet to horse races with
impunity or put their children in Sidwell Friends rather than
in the Washington, D.C., public schools.

The Left created a culture of pajama-boy elites, one that
sought cosmic absolution for its own privilege by attacking
the less privileged — and then they called this ethical
desert progressivism.
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