AGW Obeisance

Matt Ridley writes My life as a climate lukewarmer- The
polarisation of the climate debate has gone too far in his
blog, The Rational Optimist.

Excerpts:

I am a climate lukewarmer. That means I think recent global
warming 1s real, mostly man-made and will continue but I no
longer think it is likely to be dangerous and I think 1its
slow and erratic progress so far is what we should expect 1in
the future. That last year was the warmest yet, in some data
sets, but only by a smidgen more than 2005, is precisely 1in
line with such lukewarm thinking.

This view annoys some sceptics who think all climate change
1s natural or imaginary, but it 1is even more infuriating to
most publicly funded scientists and politicians, who insist
climate change is a big risk. My middle-of-the-road position
1s considered not just wrong, but disgraceful, shameful,
verging on scandalous. I am subjected to torrents of online
abuse for holding it, very little of it from sceptics.

I was even kept off the shortlist for a part-time, unpaid
public-sector appointment in a field unrelated to climate
because of having this view, or so the headhunter thought. In
the climate debate, paying obeisance to climate
scaremongering 1s about as mandatory for a public
appointment, or public funding, as being a Protestant was 1in
18th-century England.
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