Above Debate

From The First Amendment Needs Your Prayers by Peggy Noonan at
The Wall Street Journal:

A connected point, it seems to me, 1s that Americans are
growing weary of being told what they can and cannot publicly
say, proclaim and think. We all know what’s going on at the
colleges, with the mad little Marats and Robespierres who are
telling students and administrators what they are and are not
allowed to say or do. This is not just kids acting up at this
point, it’s a real censorship movement backed by an ideology
that 1is hostile to the First Amendment to the U.S.
Constitution. It is led by students who, though they managed
to get into the greatest universities in the country, seem
never to have been taught to love the little amendment that
guarantees free speech and free religious observance, the two
pillars without which America collapses. And too bad, because
when you don’t love something you lose 1it.

Here’s an odd thing. If you really are for some new gun-
control measure, 1f you are serious about 1it, you just might
wait a while, until the blood has cooled, for instance, and
then try to win people over to see it your way. You might
offer information, arqument, points of persuasion. Successful
politics involves pulling people together. You don’t use a
tragedy to shame and silence those who don’t see it your way;
that only hardens sides. Which has left me wondering if qun-
control proponents are even serious about it. Maybe they’re
just using their wedge issue at a moment of high stress to
hammer people on the other side of the ideological and
philosophical divide.

As long as they do this, they’ll lose. Which they must be
bright enough to know. Which again suggests either cynicism
or, perhaps, an assumption that they are so inarguably right
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that they’re above debate. They certainly point their fingers
from a great height. A number of tweets and posts had an air
of, “You better be asking your make-believe friend in heaven
for mercy.”




