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Excerpts:

This would not be the first time that a movement begun in
profound moral clarity, and that achieved greatness, waned
away into a parody of itself—not because it was wrong but
because it was successful. Today’s civil-rights leaders have
missed  the  obvious:  The  success  of  their  forbearers  in
achieving social transformation denied to them the heroism
that was inescapable for a Martin Luther King Jr. or a James
Farmer  or  a  Nelson  Mandela.  Jesse  Jackson  and  Al
Sharpton  cannot  write  a  timeless  letter  to  us  from  a
Birmingham jail or walk, as John Lewis did in 1965, across
the Edmund Pettus Bridge in Selma, Ala., into a maelstrom of
police dogs and billy clubs. That America is no longer here
(which is not to say that every trace of it is gone).

The Revs. Jackson and Sharpton have been consigned to a hard
fate: They can never be more than redundancies, echoes of the
great men they emulate because America has changed. Hard to
be a King or Mandela today when your monstrous enemy is no
more than the cherubic George Zimmerman.

Why did the civil-rights leadership use its greatly depleted
moral authority to support Trayvon Martin? This young man
was, after all, no Rosa Parks—a figure of indisputable human
dignity set upon by the rank evil of white supremacy. Trayvon
threw the first punch and then continued pummeling the much
smaller Zimmerman. Yes, Trayvon was a kid, but he was also
something of a menace. The larger tragedy is that his death
will come to very little. There was no important principle or
coherent protest implied in that first nose-breaking punch.
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It was just dumb bravado, a tough-guy punch.

The purpose of today’s civil-rights establishment is not to
seek justice, but to seek power for blacks in American life
based on the presumption that they are still, in a thousand
subtle  ways,  victimized  by  white  racism.  This  idea  of
victimization is an example of what I call a “poetic truth.”
Like poetic license, it bends the actual truth in order to
put forward a larger and more essential truth—one that, of
course, serves one’s cause. Poetic truths succeed by casting
themselves  as  perfectly  obvious:  “America  is  a  racist
nation”;  “the  immigration  debate  is  driven  by  racism”;
“Zimmerman racially stereotyped Trayvon.” And we say, “Yes,
of course,” lest we seem to be racist. Poetic truths work by
moral intimidation, not reason.

HKO

Are we to believe that the main threat to black youth is an
overzealous  neighborhood  watch  program?   The  furor  has
stretched beyond any rational interpretation of events.  Older
civil rights activists just like older feminists and federal
bureaucracies created to solve problems fifty years ago are
most threatened by their own success.  No longer intimidated
by pejorative name calling , we are able to get closer to a
truth that we should welcome.

 


