Europe Needs Doughnut Shops

Europe is at a crossroads of slow economic growth from a post
war period of regulation and high taxes and the creation of a
new growing underclass of immigrants that are not being
absorbed. Avoiding the ensuing financial, social and political
costs 1is unimaginable. England embraced Brexit for several
reasons; most often stated was the loss of sovereignty and
control of their destiny. They may simply be the first to
leave a sinking ship.

The Complex and the Difficult

College has largely become an over priced trade school.
Demonization has been substituted for understanding; virtue
signaling has been substituted for humility.

Should the Religion of a
Supreme Court Justice
Matter?

The American Catholics did not look to the government to be
the center of their religious mission. This made them less
likely to look to the government to enforce their religious
codes on others. This was not due to a superior loyalty to a
foreign papist monarch, but to a local community cohesion. The
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Catholics felt stronger about the separation of church and
state than the Protestant pietists. Their parochial schools
relied less on public education and government support.

The Limits of the Meritocracy

The meritocracy sounds good but like all centralized policy 1is
subject to overemphasize some objectives and disregard
ingredients that have more influence than they realize.
Intelligence may be an important attribute but there are other
character traits that may be responsible for the outcome we
attribute to intelligence. Steve Jobs was not the result of an
IQ test.

Targeted Resentment

How the Democrats Lost the White Working Class— Book review of
White Working Class by Joan Williams- reviewed by Joe Queenan
in Barron’s:

“The working class..has been asked to swallow a lot of
economic pain, while elites have focused on noneconomic
issues,” Williams writes. Elsewhere in the book, she adds,
“During an era when wealthy white Americans have learned to
sympathetically imagine the lives of the poor, people of
color, and LGBTQ people, the white working class has been
insulted or ignored during precisely the period when their
economic fortunes tanked.”
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Working-class people view work as a means to an end, not an
end in itself. And working-class people do not think there’s
anything heroic about making a living by designing apps or
shorting Valeant. Heroism is what cops and firemen do.

“Daily life reinforces admiration of the rich but resentment
of professionals,” she writes. “Most working-class people
have little contact with the truly rich..but they suffer class
affronts from professionals every day: the doctor who
unthinkingly patronizes the medical technician, the harried
office worker who treats the security quard as invisible, the
overbooked business traveler who snaps at the TSA agent.”

At a certain point during the past half-century, it became
acceptable to sneer at poor white people while expressing
bottomless compassion for impoverished minorities. Williams
believes this 1is because members of the elite, professional
class do not have to compete with minorities for jobs or
status or anything else, so it’s easy for them to be
compassionate and understanding. Elites never say nasty
things about minorities because they don’t know any.

HKO

The last paragraph strikes me a bit odd. I don’t think the
elite compete with poor white people either. The last sentence
insinuates that the elites would not like minorities if they
knew any. Seems a bit racist. I don’'t know if that is an
accurate conclusion until I read the book. I find that the
elites do spout off against minorities in the privacy of their
country club but never in public or in the media.




Generation Z

from Selena Zito, Why the generation after millennials will
vote Republican

“They are not as impressed with fame — celebrities, athletes,
politicians — as are their predecessors, since fame in their
lifetime has become rather easy to obtain with social media
and reality TV,” Brauer added.

Generation Z is diverse. They are only 55 percent white and
will be the last majority-white generation in America. And
they have the most positive outlook toward the nation’s
growing diversity of any previous generation.

Generation Z is a product of 9/11, global terrorism, school
shootings, perpetual wars, the Great Recession, high
unemployment and constant budget cuts. Because of all that,
they are cautious, even fearful, of an uncertain world and
economy. Security and safety are very important to them, as
they have grown up in such an unstable society.

They are distrustful of “big” employers because they’ve seen
good people, who did all the right things, get laid off from
longstanding jobs and careers. They are cautious with
finances, always looking for the best deals and the best
value.

HKO

Selena Zito's analytic creds are rising with me. Interesting
trend in youth voting.. and they like Trump.
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